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A little Application that was made by {60 off the Dif- 
5 ſenters to the late R 195 in order to the obtaining Liberty 
+ of Conſcience by Law, having raiſed the Clamors of ſome un. 
* qhinking People upon them, one of them, for the Vindication of 
' the Party, writ the following Letter; which he intended 16 have 
zullilbd 10 the World long ſince, but could never obtain Per- 
niſſan ſo 10 do, it being a litilc too Honeſt for the Times, thoſe 
Clanort not being perfectly removed, he thought it might be of 
fone Uſe 10 de it now, the il Principles and Practices of the 
erfons here condemn d, were never onned by the Generality of 
that Iluſtrious Church. 1 88 
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THE Tyranny of the Protector, the weak Admini- 
T ſtration of his Son, the ridiculous Managemet of the 
enſuing ſhadows of the Government; and the great obli- 


dis late Majeſties Bonour and Confcience, having ren- 
dred his return acceptable to almoſt all Orders and Degrees 
of Men; there was nothing more reaſonable to be ex- 
pected then the juſt Performance of that Promiſe, which 
had been the Principal occaſion of fo Unparallel'd aReftau- 
ration, and which certainly had Enſued, had not the Clergy 
of the Church of England interpos'd in that Affaire, and 
rendred it of no Effect; for the King no fooner came to 
the Crown, but he was prevail'd with by that number 
ol Men, to Quit the true National Intereft, and Eſpouſe 
that of the Hierarchy, which was then ſo Deſpicable and 
Narrow, that 1 have extremely admired what Arguments 
they ufed to lngage the King to their Party; however they 
ſucceeded in it, the bargain was ſtruck, the Promiſes a- 
broad are to be forgot, the Power of the Crown is to 

\ ſupport that of the Church. And the good Church, in 
| Gratitude, is to uſe all its Endeavours to make Mankind 
Slaves and Vaſlals to the Prerogative, and, 70 Biſhop, 
10 King, became once more to be the wiſe motto of the 
Government. How well the Hierarchy perform'd their 
Part to the Court, the fuceeding Management does ſuffi- 
ciently Evidence for the good Church ; Immediately began 
to teach, that let the deportment of the Prince be what 
it would, the people were obliged in Conſcience to pay an 
intire Submiſſion and Obedience to all his Commands; 


7 


a Doctrin that is the moſt Pernicious and Deſtructive to 


all Humane Society, as is poffible to be Introduced into 
the World; For this Principle has not only frequently 
chang' d the beft of Men into the worſt of Tyrants, but 

A oſten the beſt Conſtitutions into no Government, which 
LI affirme all Tyranny to be. And this they were not only 
cuntent from their Pulpits to Inſtil into the minds of their 
Auditors, but there was by that Party a Dangerous Teſſ 


-» Government, And this they were not only ſatisfied ſhould 
de taken by the inferior Magiſtrates, but uſed all Imagi- 
. Mable Endeavours to have it Impoſed by Law on the Mem- 
bers of both Houfes of Parliament ; But the Wiſdom and 
4 Integrity of the Lay Nobility put a ſtop, (with ſome diffi- 
culty ) to that laudable Deſign, and began to conſider, 
that though the Hicrarehy might poſſibly be good Divines, 
jet many times they were very ill Polititians, and that there 
might be ſome difference even in point of Intereſt betwixt 
them and the Clergy; 
Thrive and grow Fat in that Government, where a poor 
5 VLayman appears to be a lamentable Spectacle of Mortali- 
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| together, only fol } 
the other. And ſo zealous were the Dignified Ch 


eations the generous Declaration of Breda Impofed on 


| -framed, to Swear us out of a Legal into an abſolute 


a Clergyman being likely to - Practices, which are the ordinary Effects 


and that the one was actually perſer d for ſeveral gears 
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proſecuting theſe. Deſigns, that the late Ring, W.] - 
_. great deale of Wit, and was as much a Gentlemaa 
Prince, frequently delighted to expoſe them in the 
of Lords, even in trivial matters; and many times W E 
true Intereſt of his affaires did- not rr 4 
and which gave the Nobility occaſion to make | 7 
marques on that number of Men, as will not eaſily ! 
got by Poſterity. The good Church was then of op 
That thc Papifts were a {mall and Defpicable Faction, 
to be Contemn'd then Feared ; that the Fanatick! 
the only Perſons Dangerous to Church and State; 
not to bring Popery into the Government was again 
Law of God; when I dare. affirm there was no 
' Wiſe Papiſt in England at that time, but was ſa _ 
with the Legality, though not with the Convenier 
that Act for their Intcreft : Parliaments were 
dicuPd, and called Omnipotent for the Endeave* 
to attempt it; and that "Excellent Laudean ? 
ple of the Kings abſolute Power over our Properties. 
vived and aſſerted in their publick Aſſembly; as. _ 
thoſe Branded for Athieſti. Republicans, and Rebels, 
as much as in them lay, ſent to the Devil that ne FN 
guments to the Contrary. And the good Church W 
rived to ſuch a Station in the Government; that the | _ 
could have no Money from the late Long Parliament 
lefs they would Conſent to the paſſing of ſuch Laws a 
the Diſſenters as the Commons then found; and any Ff 
that will now peruſe them may find, would Infs. 
prove, if Executed, the Deſtruction of the Proteſtant In 
and by ſuch Artifices as theſe, I humbly conceive; 
became not only the Inſtruments, but the Autbors d 
Atiſery. But as for what more Immediately concern? 
Intereſt of the good Church it ſelf, the Diſſexrers 
were the real Inſtruments of the Reſtauration) wer 
only firſt Laugb'd at in a pretended free Conference h- - 
the Savoy, but in the Approaching Parliament, by ti 
of Uniformity, and the ſeveral other Penal Laws thi 
fued, were marked out for a oral Deſtructiun, And 
to be Sober, was to be Criminal, and to be leſs Lewc 
the Parſon of the Pariſh, was to be a Fauatick anda 77 
How thoſe Laws were Executed is too well known | tz 
related, and too much felt by ſome, to be forgotten; 
their too great and untimely Severity in 1662. te 
Diffenting Proteſt ants, was like once more to Ing; . 
Nation into a Civil Mar; and had not 24 hours Rain 
vented their Uniting in Yorkeſhire , they poſſibly ) 
have been too Numerous to have been quaſh'd: 80 
had the Hierarchy forgot the ill Conſequences of tha 
diculous as well as Inhumane Principle, of forcing Peop| | 
an Uniformity in Matters of Religion. And this was the 
Reaſon that in 1663 the Minifters at Helme were of 
nion, That 4 Toleration and Indulgence was the true Inter 
the Nation: And prevailed with the King accordingt 
make a Declaration to that purpofe. But the Parkamen + 
ing ſoon after to Aſſemble, the Intereſt of 0 - 
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in the Houſe, Immediately addreſt the King to put 

to thoſe Meaſures, and accordingly that Declaratior- 
never Publiſhed. But no ſooner was that Intended B © 
prevented by the Courage and Induſtry of the Ä u 
Buckingbam ( 3 Gentleman whofe Name can never be 
tioned by good Men, but with the Higheſt Veners“ 
his Conſtant adhering to the true Engliſh Inter 
Cleręey let themſelves looſe te the Goverr?- 


and Revenge, and the. Majeſty of te 
— U » . F v — 2 OH 3 
Dwindlec into a Scandalous Infor” rr 
esd Peri ins C | 


Hof the laſt, to Juſtifie the Perjuries of the 
' amend the Repires of the other, both in his 
4 Private Harangues. If the Parſon of the Pa- 


ighbors/ bis worthy Inſtruments” of the Govern- 
 Wymediately. Swore him to be Preſent at a Conven- 

Pouch ar the remoteſt parts of England at the ſame 

And if a Quaker: Cow look't as Fat and Gay as his 
Bors, there was no other Civil War was like to ariſe, 
tether the Parſon, the Juſtice, or the Informer, was 
e him. But theſe Practices ſo far Nauſeated the 
Men of their own Party.” and alienated the minds of 
iſenting Intereſt with juſt Reaſon, from the Manage- 
n the other ſide, that the late King (who was Wiſe 


1 to ſerve himſelf of all Intereſts, without being a 


to any)thought it his beſt Policy in 1672. to give Li- 
Conſcience, contrary to the advice of the goodChurch. 
r with Holland being likely to enſue, and perſons 


at Quality, and very affectionate both to the Prote- - 


eligion, and Civil Intereſt of England, join'd with 


it, as the beſt means to preſerve both the one and 


er, and it had its deſired Effect. Nor did they be- 
ey had much injured our Conſtitution in the doing 
+. beſides the great Powers the Crown is intruſted 


y the Laws in matters of meer Religion, the Injury 


our Government does not lie ſo much in the King's 
ſing power, what Noiſe ſoever the Church of 
{ makes about it, as in rendering the Meeting and 
of Parliaments fo precarious, and at the Will and 
e of the Prerogative, contrary to our ancient Con- 
az which Practice alone plucks up our Government 
y the very Roots: And were this only Miſchief re- 
, and the manner of Elections a little better regu- 
ad ſetled, there would be few things wanting to 
is happy , and thoſe that were, would fall in of 


[I dare affirm, That were our Miniſters of State 
r Judges, as they ought to be, Annually accountable 
Lords and Commons in Parliament, theFear of be- 
moved, or puniſhed, would make them act ſo wiſely, 
2 ſhould have few Grievances to complain of. The 
attempts of the Miniſters of State to change our 


ment, would, by fo ſmall an Alteration, be rendred 


lmpracticable and Ridiculous; and rhe worthy 
men in Furrs, inſtead of making themſelves Legiſla- 
rould be contented with the humble Style of being 
'Tpreters of our Laws. 
beg Pardon for this ſhort Digreſſion: No ſooner 
late King publiſhed that Declaration in 1672, but 
od Church took the Alarm, all was at ſtake, the 
nmediately was turning Tyrant, ard breaking over 
Laws. The Eggs, the Chicken, and the Darling 
Pig was in a great deal of danger. Property, Pro- 
vas the Cry in Faſhion, and this too by the very 
at had bought and ſold us to the Government but 
ore. And their Deſigns were brought to ſo near a 


tion, as the Nation was, in a manner, ſaved but by 


; three Votes in that Long Pentionary Parliament, 
ing of Heroes, intirely devoted to the true Intereſt 
goed Church; and all this for no other reaſon, but 
1e poor Diſſent ers had in an Interval of Parliament, 


on to Worſhip God according to their Conſcien- 
*ithout asking leave of the good Church. That. 


unity of Men were ever of opinion, that all manner 
- deration and Induigence was of Infinite prejudice to 


INgue is evident Demonſtration, that Perſecution and Violel 
Angry, or had a particular Prejudice againſt any 


_ takings, anda very ſlender Intereſt to engage them in 
Diſſenting Intereſt _—_— „ and of no effect. 
humble, ſubmiſſive, and flattering; and not only the Hg, 


nour of the principal Laity of that Intereſt, but even the 
Sacred Ver bum Sacerdotis itſelf was pawn'd to *em, that in 


in the approaching Parliament, the Good Church would 


der that the Diſſenters (a credulous People) were ſo ea. 


commendable, put that Intereſt ev?n in a time when they h 


the true Intereſt of the Crown to come to s Senerous and 


their Intereſt ; and all Religions Eſtabliſhed by LA 
conſtantly been in all Ages of the ſame Sentiments, wii 
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may conſiſt as well with Fallibility as Infallibility, 
that ſuch ſort of practiſes in the preſent Circumſtances; 
our Affairs, appears to me infiritely more dangerous fro 
a Proteſtant, than a Popiſh Management. The one hayinj 
a formidable Party to encourage them in it, the other 
unanimous Nation, generous enough to oppole ſuch Undged 


wicked an Attempt. However, it was pleaſant enough i 
obſerve the Artifices the Good Church had recourſe to, ty 
render. the generous Intentions of the late King's to the 

he 


| To the 
King (a Lover of his own Eaſe) they rendred themſelyg 
impertinent, troubleſom , and uneaſie, to the Diſſenten 


caſe they would conſent to the annulling that Declaration 


ſincerely ule its intereſt to eſtabliſh Liberty of Conſcience 
by Law, though they really, as it afterward appeared, in- 
tended not the leaſt Syllable of what they pretended to, 
Yet they acted their part ſo well, That I did not much won 


ſily impoſed on in that matter. But no fooner was that 
Declaration ſent down Cancelled to the Houſe of Coms 
mons, but the Fanaticks paid dear enough for their Credu 
lity, and were ſeverely perſecuted all the remaining part of 
His Late Majeſties Reign. And, I muſt ingeniouſly confeſs, 
thought, in ſome meaſure, they merited it, for miſtaking 
their true Intereſt, it ſeeming to me practicable enough at 
that Time, to have procur*d the Diſſolution of that Long 
Parliament; and in a ſubſequent one, to have Eſtabliſhed 
Univerſal Liberty of Conſcience : Which, if obtained, the 
Good Church would certainly have had bur little reaſon to 
have boaſted either of her Numbers, or her Intereſt at t 
day. However it is the happineſs of the Diſſenters, that 
preſent King has, from a Principle extremely generous a 


not the leaſt reaſon to expect it, into a ſtate of Eaſe and Qui 
et, after the moſt Barbarous ufage,it was poſlible to recei 
from the Worſt of Men ; Its therefore hoped at leaſt they 
will now wiſely conſider their true Intereſt , and ſtand 
firmly to it, and be no more deluded by a number of Men, 

who, when the Government has been for Liberty of Conſci- 
ence, were always againſt it and ever for it, when it was 
Impracticable and Impoſſible to be obtained. It is viſibly 


Speedy Settlement, both in Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Affaires, 
and as much that of the Diſſenters, to joyn with them Vi- 
gorouſly in the promoting it; ſuch an endeavour is both 
ſafe and honourable, and if the Court ſhould not be fin« 
cere (as tis the higheſt folly to imagine the contrary, ) 
the prejudice will redound only to themſelves, the Diſſen- 
ters having given no juſt occaſion of offence to any Intereſt 
whatſoever ; it being natural to all Societies ef Men to 
love their own preſervation, and to endeayour it by all 
Honeſt means; that God would bepleas'd to Direct them 
for the Beſt, is the Sincere Prayers of, | | 

SI R, „ c 
5 Tour very Humble Servant 
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